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G8 and NTDs


G8 and the NTDs

Extracted from: 2008 Hokkaido-Toyako G8 Summit Final Compliance Report

Sightsavers updates provided in red
In 2010, the G8 collectively stated that they ‘continue to support the control or elimination of high-burden Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs).
 This followed their 2009 G8 commitment to ‘work together to support the control and elimination of neglected tropical diseases.’
 However aside from a few countries, the level of commitment and investment by individual G8 countries is unclear. Using the data and the scoring system developed by the University of Toronto G8 Research Group and the Moscow G8 Research Centre, together with updates provided by Sightsavers, the findings reveal the strength of commitment displayed by the UK and the US, and the potential, weak and non-existent levels of compliance to NTDs, shown by the majority of the G8. 
	- 1
	Member cuts or does not increase funding to existing prevention or treatment programs AND cuts or does not increase funding to research projects on neglected tropical diseases.

	0
	Member increases funding to existing prevention or treatment programs OR research programs developing “safe, simple and cost-effective tools” to prevent, detect and treat neglected tropical diseases.

	+1
	Member increases funding to existing prevention or treatment programs AND research programs developing “safe, simple and cost-effective tools” to prevent, detect and treat neglected tropical diseases.


Germany: previously -1, now 0
In 2007, the German Ministry for Development Cooperation co-sponsored a South Asia Regional States meeting on Tropical Diseases on Elimination/ Eradication of LF, leishmaniasis and leprosy.  

On 10 December 2008, African Union health ministers specifically called on Germany to donate doses of praziquantel, a drug that effectively treats schistosomiasis.
 The ministers noted that neglected tropical diseases are threatening Africa’s chances of achieving the Millennium Development Goals.
 Praziquantel is manufactured by The Merck Group, originally a German pharmaceutical company, which already donates some praziquantel to developing countries through a partnership with the WHO.
 To date, Germany has not responded to the health ministers’ request.

Update: The situation remains that the German government ‘has failed to find a mechamism by which to establish an urgently needed public-private partnership in order to fully donate praziquantel to Africa.’
 This is particularly disappointing given that German pharmaceutical companies, Bayer Schering and Merck, developed praziquantel in the 1970s and Merck continues to donate ivermectin for onchocersiasis, which is successfully treating millions of people in Africa.

However, in October 2010 at the launch of WHO’s First Comprehensive Report on NTDs, the German Government pledged €20m to NTD research. It is still unclear how this money will be used. Germany’s overseas aid takes the form of bilateral assistance and according to a WHO expert, this makes it difficult for the Government to create a separate budget line which can be used to develop a mechanism to purchase praziquantal and donate to different countries. It is not clear why drug donation cannot fit within existing bilateral agreements. 

It would be useful to find out how Germany intends to deliver its €20m pledge to NTD research, and whether or not drug donations can become a part of their commitment to the NTDs.

Canada: 0

Canada has partially complied with its commitment on neglected tropical diseases (NTDs). It has initiated a new program to treat NTDs, but it has not pursued research on tool-deficient diseases. In this compliance cycle, Canada has expanded the African Program for Onchocerciasis Control, which builds community-based programs to treat onchocerciasis by distributing Ivermectin in Africa’s nineteen remaining endemic countries.
 Between 2002 and 2008, the program was promised CAD8 million by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).
 Between 2009 and 2015, it should receive up to CAD15.5 million.

CIDA continuing to fund several projects that target NTDs. CIDA has provided CAD15 million for 2004-2011, to support the Ten-Year Health and Social Development Plan in Mali.
 This project has provided information and education on the prevention of several neglected tropical diseases.
 This funding is not new, and thus does not constitute compliance. CIDA also continues to fund the Guinea Worm Eradication project (Phase II), which helps support national efforts to eradicate Guinea worm diseases, also known as dracunculiasis, through a coordinated international approach. The eradication project focuses on health education and community mobilization, combined with strategies to ensure access to clean drinking water. CIDA has promised CAD6 million for this project, which started in 2005 and will continue until 2010.
 Finally, for 2006-2009 period, CIDA has provided approximately CAD500 thousand for the Community-based Epidemiological Surveillance project in El Salvador. This project conducts surveillance of dengue fever among children at risk.
 Again, since this funding is not new, it does not constitute compliance.

Canada adopted the Bamako Call to Action on Research for Health in Bamako, Mali on 19 November 2008.
 Article 14 calls for governments to support the research and development of products and technologies that target NTDs.

Thus, Canada has been awarded a score of 0. While Canada has launched at least one new program to address a tool-ready NTD, it has not pursued initiative to address tooldeficient NTDs.
France: -1

France has failed to comply with its commitment to pursue prevention, treatment and research on neglected tropical diseases (NTDs). 

Overall, France is committed to international health issues, particularly HIV/AIDS treatment and research. Between 2005 and 2007, France increased its contributions to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria by 33 per cent.

In 2006, France committed close to EUR7.5 million to the Drugs for Neglected Tropical Diseases Initiative (DNDI), an NGO that coordinates drug research for NTDs.
 Further, in a 2007 report on framework for partnership with the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) France pledged to “support in the fight against neglected parasitic diseases”
 in conjunction with DNDI. By 2008, however, DNDI noted that it had only received slightly over EUR2 million of the funds pledged.

Along with ten EU member states, France adopted the Bamako Call to Action on

Research for Health in Bamako, Mali on 19 November 2008.
 Article 14 calls for governments to support the research and development of products and technologies that target NTDs. However, since the Hokkaido-Toyako Summit, France has not taken any significant steps to combat NTDs.
Thus, France has been awarded a score of -1 for failing to act on neglected tropical diseases. While France has provided limited support for NTD programs in the past, it has not expanded its support or initiated new programs in this compliance cycle.
Italy: -1
Italy has failed to comply with its commitment to pursue prevention, treatment and research on neglected tropical diseases (NTDs).

On 31 July 2008 Italian Secretary of State Vincenzo Scotti approved a grant of EUR140 million for international development “cooperative initiatives” targeting, among other things, health.
 There is no evidence that these funds will support interventions on NTDs, however.

In an address to the High-Level Meeting on the Millennium Development Goals, Minister of Foreign Affairs Franco Frattini indicated Italy’s priorities for global health: “Our action should take a more balanced approach,” he said. “While funds to fight specific diseases are certainly positive, this should not pre-empt aid to strengthen healthcare systems.”
 In a report on the G8 Hokkaido Summit, Italy’s foreign affairs website pledges a commitment to “provid[e] adequate health cover,” however emphasis was placed primarily on malaria.
 Similarly, the Italian Development Cooperation website focuses on more widely-known diseases, such as HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis.

Thus, Italy has been awarded a score of -1 for failing to act on NTDs.
Japan: 0
Japan has partially complied with its commitment to pursue prevention, treatment and research on neglected tropical diseases (NTDs).

In the past, Japan has taken substantial action on NTDs. At the 2000 Okinawa Summit, Japan established itself as a leader on infectious diseases by proposing the Hashimoto Initiative and the Okinawa Infectious Diseases Initiative.
 The Hashimoto Initiative specifically addressed schistosomiasis and lymphatic filariasis, both considered NTDs in this report.

On 17 February 2009, the Government of Japan announced a donation of JPY7 million worth of portal nebulizers (inhalers that deliver medication) to Bolivia.
 The emergency relief will help combat an epidemic of dengue fever, an NTD identified as a priority in the WHO Plan.

Japan adopted the Bamako Call to Action on Research for Health in Bamako, Mali on 19 November 2008.
 Article 14 calls for governments to support the research and development of products and technologies that target NTDs.

Thus, Japan has been awarded a score of 0 for its limited action to address the treatment of neglected tropical diseases.
Russia: -1
Russia has failed to comply with its commitment on neglected tropical diseases (NTDs).
There is no information to indicate that Russia has supported any programs to address NTDs. Russia has not funded mass drug administration programs, prevention or research in this compliance cycle.
Thus, Russia has been awarded a score of -1 for failing to act on NTDs.
United Kingdom: +1
The United Kingdom has fully complied with its commitment on neglected tropical

Diseases (NTDs). The UK is actively pursuing the eradication of dracunculiasis (Guinea Worm disease), a tool-ready NTD, and has also announced additional funding for the Drugs for Neglected Disease Initiative, for tool-deficient NTDs.

On 15 May 2009, the Department for International Development (DFID) announced a GBP18 million fund to help develop effective treatments for tropical diseases. The new funding coincided with the addition of a new combination therapy onto the WHO's list of essential medicines.
 In the past, the United Kingdom has promised GBP6.5 million to the Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative, an NGO that coordinates drug research on NTDs.

On 22 September 2008, Secretary of State for International Development Douglas Alexander announced a GBP10 million funding increase to tackle dracunculiasis, in five African countries still fighting the disease: South Sudan, Nigeria, Ghana, Niger, and Mali.
 Dracunculiasis is listed as a “tool-ready” disease targeted for eradication by the WHO’s Global Plan.
 The new funding is part of DFID’s long-term GBP50 million commitment to a number of NTDs, including trachoma and schistosomiasis.
 The funding will pay for water filters, health workers, public education programs and medication, and could lead to the eradication of dracunculiasis.
 

On 5 December 2008, when former US President Jimmy Carter announced that DFID and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, in conjunction with the WHO and the Carter Center, would commit USD55 million toward the eradication of dracunculiasis.
 The Gates Foundation agreed to match DFID’s existing commitment of GBP10 million.
 The new funds will be shared by the Carter Center and the WHO.

The United Kingdom adopted the Bamako Call to Action on Research for Health in Bamako, Mali on 19 November 2008.
 Article 14 calls for governments to support the research and development of products and technologies that target NTDs.

Thus, the UK has been awarded a score of +1 for its funding commitments to prevention and treatment for tool-ready NTDs, and research towards tool-deficient NTDs.

United States: +1
The United States has fully complied with its commitment on neglected tropical diseases (NTDs).
Update: As part of President Obama’s Global Health Initiative, $155m has been requested from the Congresisonal Budget for the control and elimination of seven of the NTDs from 2011-2015. This follows former President George Bush’s commitment in 2008 of $350m towards NTD control over five years.
The Neglected Tropical Disease Control Program was launched by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) in September 2006, to “integrate and scale up delivery of preventative chemotherapy for five targeted NTDs.”
 The targeted diseases (lymphatic filariasis, schistosomiasis, trachoma, onchocerciasis, and soiltransmitted helminthiasis) are all now recognized priority diseases under the WHO’s Global Plan.

During this compliance cycle, the NTD Control Program has expanded. For example, in Uganda, a program of mass drug administration reached 5.7 million people between November 2007 and February 2008.
 But a round undertaken in this compliance cycle, from November 2008 to January 2009, reached 11 million people.
 On 21 May 2009, the National Institute of Health announced a new USD24 million program to develop treatments for “rare, neglected diseases.”
 One project being considered is a new drug for schistosomiasis, a WHO priority NTD, so some or all of
 this fund will no doubt go towards “tool-deficient” NTDs.

In December 2008, USAID provided USD6.2 million and deployed a Disaster Assistance Response Team (DART) to assist in the fight against Zimbabwe’s cholera outbreak.
 While both financial contributions are noteworthy, cholera is not one of the NTDs listed within the WHO’s Global Plan, so action on cholera does not constitute compliance with this commitment.

The United States adopted the Bamako Call to Action on Research for Health in Bamako, Mali on 19 November 2008.
 Article 14 calls for governments to support the research and development of products and technologies that target NTDs.

Thus, the US has been awarded a score of +1. The United States has pursued prevention, treatment and research on neglected tropical diseases.
European Union: -1

The EU has not complied with its commitment on neglected tropical diseases (NTDs). Although the EU is funding existing research projects on the prevention and treatment of NTDs, there is no evidence to show that the EU has increased funding in this compliance cycle.
Update: In April 2010, the EC committed to continuing research and development into NTDs under  Framework Programme 7. However there is nothing to suggest that this will result in increased funding for the NTDs. 
The European Commission is funding various research projects on NTDs in their seventh framework program.
 Eight existing projects address African sleeping sickness, chagas and leishmaniasis, and their funding totals up to EUR22.6 million.
 The third call for research proposals ended 3 December 2008 and will target drug and vaccine development for NTDs.
 The EU is also directly funding a visceral leishmaniasis vector research program in India and Bangladesh.
 There is no evidence that funding has increased during this compliance cycle, however.

Ten EU member states adopted the Bamako Call to Action on Research for Health in Bamako, Mali on 19 November 2008.
 Article 14 calls for governments to support the research and development of products and technologies that target NTDs.

Thus, the EU has been awarded a score of -1 for failing to increase funding for NTDs in this compliance cycle.
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